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Key Concepts/Context

Many of the elderly prefer to age-in-place. However, if one of the elderly
developments dementia, particular challenges may be posed when designing,
constructing, or retrofitting an existing home environment. In the Netherlands
about two-thirds of the people with dementia live at home. This is the setting for
this study.

Methods

Methods used to gather information about the environmental needs were a
literature review and focus groups with experts in the field of dementia and housing
for older adults. Two focus groups were held, one with 12 participants and one with
six participants.

Findings

This design incorporates modifications in terms of architecture, interior design, the
indoor environment, and technological solutions. The authors’ present detailed
room-by-room information about all the design features in the paper.

Design Implications

This paper is rich with design recommendations that appear to have application
beyond the home environment. The authors detail design recommendations for
every room in the house. One of the most unique features of the house is the open-
plan living room. Occupants can observe all parts of the dwelling from almost all
positions in the home and thus can watch each other. The wide sliding doors in the
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center of the home can be easily operated and allow a view of the toilet from the
living room.

Limitations

The study takes place in the Netherlands, and it is unclear what, if any, cultural or
regulatory standards might impact the design decisions made. Most of the design
elements suggested have not been empirically tested.
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