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Among the 34 new entries in the Knowledge Repository, several papers focus on 

supportive environments. Three of these papers look specifically at how the 

environment can support staff health and wellbeing. A study by Hammouni and 

Poldma considers staff perceptions of the link between their environment and their 

work and wellbeing. The findings indicate the importance of a rounded approach to 

design that involves both the spatial configuration and the operations of the unit. A 

book chapter by Løvseth and colleagues tells the story of the design of a therapeutic 

space in a children’s hospital where both relatives and staff can go when feeling the 

emotional stress associated with caregiving for young patients. And another 

chapter by Van der Zwart and Pilosof provides an overview of the three pillars of 

“Healthy Healthcare”: staff health and wellbeing, professional practices, and quality 

of care. The authors discuss how evidence-based design can support the needs of 

healthcare staff, especially in terms of mitigating stress, improving communication, 

and supporting teamwork.  Check the citations listed in the Experience, Care Across 

the Lifespan, and Design & Evaluation categories below.  

(Papers published ahead of print “in press” will be updated as volume and page 

information becomes available.) 
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